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School libraries are often viewed as sanctuaries
of knowledge, exploration, and growth. Yet, for
some students, they can also be associated with
discipline — a place where quietness and strict
rules dominate. However, transforming the school
library into a hub of excitement and creativity is
not just a possibility; it's a necessity. The following
ideas are ways to make the school library a space
that students eagerly embrace instead of fear.

PUNISHMENT-FREE ZONE

Begin by working with school administrators
to find an alternate location to the library for
activities like detention. Using this space as a
holding location for students who are disruptive in
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their classrooms creates a dynamic that the library
is a place of discipline and getting in trouble.
Students won’t want to be seen in the library
because of the potential implications about their
behavior. Likewise, they may adopt a negative
attitude about the space or themselves within the
library because of the perceived labels.

POSITIVE ROLE MODELS

Don’t ask library media specialists to fill a role as
a disciplinarian. When librarians enforce discipline
in outside settings such as the lunchroom,
playground, or before and after school, you set
them up for challenges in the library. Outside
of the classroom students tend to push more
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boundaries, so it’s easy to lapse into scenarios
that need redirection and create bad sentiments
toward librarians. It’s important that librarians
remain people that students feel comfortable
approaching in a safe and open way.

GET LOUD

Gone are the days when libraries were just about
silence and solitary reading. Libraries can and
should be bustling hubs of collaboration and
innovation. Introducing flexible spaces that
accommodate group work, discussions, and even
noise can redefine the library as a dynamic learning
environment. Incorporating sound-absorbing

decor and providing noise-cancelling headphones
can help keep the library at a reasonable decibel
for independent workers, while still allowing small
group giggles and activity-based programming.

CURATE DIVERSITY

Stockingthe shelves with diversebooks, magazines,
digital resources, and multimedia materials can
make the library a captivating place for students.
By reflecting a variety of interests, cultures, and
viewpoints, the library becomes a space where
everyone feels represented and engaged. You can
incorporate these diverse topics into displays and
programming as well. Students who choose to see
themselves reflected in their media should know
it’s available and celebrated.

BEYOND BOOKS

Libraries should encourage exploration beyond
textbooks. Incorporating media that students feel
excited about keeps them coming back. Offering a
range of audiobooks, interactive technology, and
hands-on activities can kindle curiosity and allow
students to learn in a way that fits them best.
Library makerspaces can provide crucial STEAM
opportunities and are a wonderful way to keep
students excited about library spaces.

CELEBRATE STUDENTS

Giving students a say in the library’s layout, events,
and media selection fosters a sense of ownership.
Encouraging them to suggest new materials or
organize book clubs and discussions can transform
the library into a community-driven space.
Showcasing student projects from the makerspace,
a small student art gallery, or a bulletin board
featuring student voices is a great way to get them
not just coming back, but showing the space off to
others as well.

By implementing these strategies, the school
library evolves from a place of punishment or
strict silence to a vibrant center of learning and
exploration. It becomes a space where students
actively seek knowledge, collaborate on projects,
and cultivate a love of learning that extends
beyond the classroom. Ultimately, transforming
the school library requires a shift in mindset —
not just for librarians and students, but buy-in
from administration and parents as well. When
the library becomes a place students eagerly
anticipate visiting, it becomes a cornerstone of
their educational journey.
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